THEORETICAL GEOLOGY.

facts, conditions, and agencies be a true represen-
tation of the past history of our globe, then be-
yond all doubt millions and billions of years, more
or less, must have intervened between the time of
the beginning and the formation of the present
world out of the debris of former worlds; and
Moses is not to be believed, because either from
ignorance or design he withholds every item of
this interesting detail; and not only so, but gives
a clearly false statement, connecting the beginning
and the end within a period of six days, for it is
indubitable that the earth of the second verse of
Genesis i, is the identical earth of the first verse
of the chapter made in the beginning; and since
he further declares in the written moral law that
in six days God made the heavens and the earth,
there is no escape from the conclusion that he
represents our earth to be a creation when it was
only a reproduction out of the matter of old
worlds, which had been in existence, with light,
atmosphere, and vegetable growths necessary for
the lives of the huge animals now extinct, whose
fossil remains are found in the older strata. This
theory of the formation of the earth out of the
ruins of old worlds, that had been illumined and
in all respects fitted to sustain vegetable and ani-
mal life, is admitted by Christian geologists who
claim to have reconciled the Mosaic record with
it. Thus Dn Buckland, in his Bridgewater Trea-
tise, says:

" Assuming that the whole materials of the globe may have
been once in a fluid or even a nebular state, from the presence
of intense heat, the passage of the first consolidated portions of